it’s coming soon. 
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#Mississauga at the Muslim Council of Peel's press 


by Marco Patrone 


Mayor Bonnie Crombie speaks during a conference earlier this year. The Mayor received strong criticism from users on Twitter after 
posting a status update which criticized a Facebook page critical of Islam. (Submitted Photo) 


Social media erupted after Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie supported calls for 
a crackdown on a Facebook page 
critical of Islam, with some calling 
her a traitor who was pandering to 
Muslim voters. 

The Muslim Council of Peel held a 
news conference Monday, which 
Crombie attended and shared a 
video of on her Twitter page. 

“Join me as I stand with faith 
groups from across #Mississauga at 
the Muslim Council of Peel’s press 


Book your Swimming Pool 


opening now 


and avoid the rush. 


conference,” she wrote on the social 
media site. 

The Muslim Council is demand- 
ing restrictions on freedom of 
speech including a shutdown of on- 
line critics of Islam on some social 
media sites like Facebook. 

Executive Director Rabia Khedr 
called on the Trudeau government to 

“regulate the platforms to prevent 
hate from spreading.” 

There is simply no recourse of on- 
line hate,” she said. "We need 


stronger laws that protect all of us 
from online bullying an hate.” 

Khedr’s main target is the popu- 
lar Never Again Canada Facebook 
page authored by Sandra Solomon, 
which has around 217,000 followers. 

The Muslim council has com- 
plained about the site to Facebook to 
no avail. 


Continued on Pg 4 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


—e- 


Week of Mar. 28, 2018 


Mississauga 
councillor’ ‘90% 
sure” of run for 
Peel Region chair 


» NEWS Page 3 


Moore announces 
retirement after 
25-year career 


pNEWSPage3 


Cracks appear in 
once-cocky Liberal 
facade 


» OPINION Page 5 


StwowGen COMMUNITIES 


New hockey 
tournament fights i 
homelessness in Peel 


‘ SPORTS Baas 11 


Arttakesoverthe | 
waterfront this April 
at Arts on the Credit 


» LIFESTYLE Page 12 


7H rLpusnER 
. See the all new 2078 
MODELS 
309 Lakeshore Rd. E. 
Port Credit 


905-891-8818 A  vsericing mort nt ne 


MIND & BODY aE invited wa 5 
OPEN HOUSE 


Where: 89 Queensway West Suite 404 
Hurontario & Queensway 
When: Wednesday April 4, 2018 
Time:Drop in anytime between 
10:00am and 6:00pm 


905:949:-6777 


April 20, 21 & 22, 2018 


_— “Free Admission 
2 yi Door Prizes 
r Free kids meals 


(for all kids under 12 years of age) 
For booth informaton 
Call: 905-857-7393 


Albion-Bolton Community Centre 


PDN March 28 Layout 1 2018-03-27 11:09PM Page 3 


3 NEWS | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | Mar. 28, 2018 


Mississauga councillor eyes run for Peel Regional chair 


by Marco Patrone 


Mississauga Councillor Ron 
Starr is almost certain to a 
run for the position of Peel 
Regional Chair in the coming 
municipal election this fall. 

“In case there’s a reason not 
to do it,” said Starr, “I’m 85 to 
90 per cent of the way there.” 

Now in his third term as 
Councillor for Ward 6, Starr 
says his experience at the mu- 
nicipal level along with his 
business background makes 
him a good fit for the post of 
Regional Chair, which has 
been occupied by Frank Dale 
since 2014. 

As chair of the region’s pub- 
lic works committee, Starr 
says he’s gained valuable in- 
sights about issues through 
out Peel. Starr says he’s 
learned how to get people to 
“coalesce around ideas,” re- 
gardless of whether they’re 
from Mississauga, Brampton 
or Caledon. 

Starr’s big priority, if he’s 
elected, will be to try and get 
all three partners to cooper- 
ate. 

All three - Mississauga, 
Brampton and Caledon - are 
unique and are at different 


Brampton Councillor Moore announces retirement after 25-year career 


by Alex Gregory 


That’s a wrap. 

Brampton Ward 1 &5 
Councillor Elaine Moore 
has announced that she 
will be retiring from pol- 
itics after the current 
Council term, in a state- 
ment obtained exclu- 
sively by Peel Weekly 
News. 

“The 2018 municipal 
election will not see my 
name on the ballot,” said 
Moore, who has held her 
current position since 
2003. 

Explaining that the de- 
cision was not made 
lightly, she said that she 
needed to step aside in 
order to give others a 
chance to pursue a career 


stages. 

He says Mississauga is in a 
‘maturation’ stage, Brampton 
is in a high growth one as will 
Caledon be someday but 
which remains largely rural 
today. 

“T think there has to be 
more cooperation between 
the various communities. You 
have three and they all have 
different areas of concern. If 
we are truly a region, then we 
have to learn how to work to- 
gether and make it a better 
and more viable region.” 

Whoever becomes the Re- 
gional Chair will have to deal 
with the thorny issue of 
Brampton’s demand for more 
seats and a bigger say in how 
the region is run. Starr says 
dealing with that begins with 
a honest and open appraisal 
of all sides of the debate. 

“They deserve more seats,” 
Starr said of Brampton’s long 
time complaint. “There’s al- 
ways the argument, how 
come Caledon has five seats 
and we have seven and we’re 
growing. Well that’s truly an 
issue that has to be brought 
out and, ‘how are we going to 


in politics and serve the 
community. 

“There are good people 
in our community, who 
have never run for politi- 
cal office, who have 
shown they have a lot to 
offer through volunteer 
work; and through their 
personal and financial in- 
vestments in our city.” 

Moore previously 
served in a number of 
roles with the City and 
Peel District School 
Board, including roles as 
a Trustee for Wards 7,8 
and 9, then Trustee for 
Wards 1,3,4 and 5. She 
also served as Councillor 
Ward 1 from 2000 - 
2003, and then Regional 


DIXIE 


(ii) AUTOPRO 


905-454-0030 


solve it. I don’t think the 
province is interested in step- 
ping in and making some de- 
cisions to give extra seats. I 
think that has to come from 
all of us working together.” 

Starr says once that matter 
is resolved, “you'll see a lot 
more harmony with the play- 
ers that make up council.” 

As for dealing with the 
province, the region could 
have some very different peo- 
ple to deal with after the June 
provincial election if polls 
prove correct. 

Starr says there may be 
some changes in approach 
but says the priorities of the 
municipalities will be heard 
by the next premier whoever 
it happens to be. 

Age is not an issue for Starr, 
despite being at a point when 
many look forward to retir- 
ing. He says he’s always 
worked hard, has lots of en- 
ergy, loves being accessible to 
people and is in great health. 
Starr is expected to make his 
final decision in the days 
ahead, and announce it 
shortly after. 


Councillor Wards 1 and 5 
in 2003. 

She has been involved 
with many initiatives 
throughout the city, in- 
cluding planning and in- 
frastructure _ projects, 
growth management and 
health services. 

Most recently, she 
stated that she would be 
working on moving a 
proposed safe injection 
on the Main Street corri- 
dor, after public outcry to 
the development. 

Moore credited her 
family and friends with 
helping her make her de- 
cision to retire. 

“Politics is a job that we 
can't do without the sup- 


port and understanding 
of our family and friends 
... (my family) have never 
once complained about 
sharing and sacrificing so 
I could pursue my pas- 
sion of service to the 
community. I think they 
have waited long enough 
to have me all to them- 
selves,” she said. 

The next municipal 
election will be held on 
Monday, Oct. 22. 

Candidate nominations 
and third party registra- 
tions can be filed begin- 
ning on May 1. 
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Cooksville blast emergency relief cost Peel Region $18k 


by Marco Patrone 


It cost taxpayers more than 
$18,000 to provide emer- 
pu relief for those left 

omeless after the Cooksville 
explosion last February. 

Just after 7:30 a.m. on Feb. 
11, an explosion in the 
Hurontario and Anges Street 
area flattened part of a plaza 
and shook residents out of 
their beds. 

It sent five people to hospi- 
tal and forced 58 residents 
out of their homes. It was not 
considered safe for residents 
to stay where they were until 
their buildings could be in- 
spected for structural dam- 
age. 

The damage to the build- 
ings, homes and businesses is 
in the millions - and the 
cleanup continues. 

The Region of Peel released 
a list of costs related to hous- 
ing, feeding and transporting 
those left homeless by the ex- 
plosion. The Red Cross cov- 
ered the cost of 28 rooms for 
the first three days accommo- 
dations under its Personal 
Disaster Assistance service. 

The Region covered the cost 
of 28 rooms for two nights at 
the Comfort Inn Brampton 
and Quality Hotel and Suites 
(due to pets) at a cost of 
$7,517. 

The cost of providing trans- 
portation for them was 
$1,325. The cost of providing 
meals for the victims of the 
explosion for those five days 
was $4,820. 

The cost of overtime for city 


Representatives from the Office of the Ont. Fire Marshal and Peel Police comb through wreckage after an explosion in Cooksville on 
Feb. 11, 2018. (Photo by Kevin Gill) 


with the emergency was 
$4,708. The total cost ac- 
cording to Peel Region is 
$18,372. It doesn’t include 
emergency responders like 
fire, police or paramedics. 

The money comes out of the 
Ontario Works budget for the 
Region of Peel. The residents 
were allowed back into their 
homes on Feb. 16. 

Five people living above the 
strip plaza where the blast 
took place could not return to 


that location. 

Besides residents, there 
were also 104 businesses af- 
fected by the explosion. Busi- 
ness owner Ayman Shams 
told Peel Weekly News the ex- 

losion blew out windows of 

is store across the street 
from the plaza were it origi- 
nated. 

“Business-wise, we were 
closed for five days. We lost 
about $3000 worth of meat,” 
he said. Police and emergency 


crews cordoned off the area 
and business owners were not 
allowed in to try and salvage 
food and supplies. 

“There was a lot of meat, we 
weren't allowed here for 
safety reasons,” he said. 

Afterwards, there were calls 
for stepped up fire inspec- 
tions and shutdowns of busi- 
nesses that fail to meet code. 

“What do have to do right 
away to protect people,” 
asked Ward 7 Councillor 


Nando Iannicca. “I think we 
need some inspections out 
there when the dust settles to 
make sure these buildings are 
not getting to the point of 
functional obsolescence,” he 
told Peel Weekly News. 
While a gas leak is sus- 
pected of being the cause, the 
Ontario Fire Marshall contin- 
ues to investigate. It could 
take months to officially de- 
termine what happened. 


staff and resources dealing 


Police investigating alleged hate crime in Mississauga 


Continued from Pg 1 


The site’s operator, Sandra Solomon, may be 
linked to an incident in which a woman went 
to two Islamic centers in Mississauga and put 
pages torn from the Qur'an on car windshields. 
Pictures were taken of the woman at the scene. 

Solomon is particularly critical of PM Justin 
Trudeau, whom she says “touts himself as a 
leader who embraces equality and rights for the 
LGBTQ community. At the same time he sup- 
ports and promotes the Islamist movement in 
Canada which views homosexuality as a crime 
punishable by lashing and even death.” 

The Mayor’s support for a clampdown on the 
site touched off a slew of Twitter attacks by those 
who say is Crombie is pandering to Muslims in 
exchange for their support in the next election. 

Last July, Peel Police charged 45-year-old 
Kevin J. Johnston with violating section 319 (2) 
of the Criminal Code of Canada, the ‘Willful Pro- 
motion of Hatred.’ 

Johnston is suspected of posting video material 
on social media sites that promotes hatred 
against Muslims. 

“Tt’s over a five-month period that the investi- 
gation happened,” said Sgt. Josh Colley of Peel 
Regional Police said at the time, adding this is 
one of the rare cases in which the attorney gen- 


eral's consent was required before police could 
lay a charge. 

Civil liberty advocates have been harshly criti- 
cal of any use of that section of the code calling it 
a violation of international law. 

“We unreservedly condemn any use of section 
319 by the state to charge anybody. It violates a 
citizen’s very fundamental civil rights to not be 
pe in jail without reason and to not be attacked 

y the state in a manner that is unacceptable in a 
democratic society,” said Denis Rancourt of the 
Ontario Civil Liberties Association Ontario Civil 
Liberties Association. 

Under the provision, the state is under no obli- 
gation to prove anyone suffered harm or that 
there was intent to hurt another person. 


Burc Colins @eliteroofbc - 19h 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie 
Pander much? 
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Mr. John Martin @/ohndm52Martin - 21h 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie and @NoBulll101 
Vote buying bunch of traitors. All she did was tear pages out of a book. Wi 


you be making the same fuss if a citizen got mad & tore pages out of a 
Christian Bible? 
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Jane Perry @JanePerry989 - 18h v 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie 
They are positioning themselves as victims. Can’t stand any criticism of Islam. 


Tough shit. There are a lot of countries in which you could live without criticism 
so don't try to impose this shit on Canadians!! 
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Others defended Sandra Solomon: 


Ms. Joey (Trumpify Canada) @NoBulll101 » 19h v 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie 

Sandra Solomon did nothing wrong.. she did not provoke violence. Why don't 
you give her a voice on how she suffered under Sharia. ARE you really this 
desperate for votes Bonnie? STOP the pandering it is sickening 
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» Sir Lawrence of Leisure » @204SewerRat - 19h Vv 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie 


book that may be! Deal with it and move on! Continuing the narrative of victim 
hood will only further hurt your cause! 
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IsHbahFF @CdnDichotomy - 16h v 
ripping up a book is now a crime in canada! mon dieu! with all of the very 
serious issues and crimes we have, they want to spend time and money on the 
ripping of a book? 

does that mean we are no longer allowed to rip or throw out the booklets that 
jehovah's witness's leave? 
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| We already have those laws and shredding a book is not a crime no matter what 


Nope and they will be hiring security for day cares to make sure all books are 
handled accordingly! 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


: 


Opinion 


| PDN March 28 Layout 1 2018-03-27 11:09 PM Page 5 


Mar. 28, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 5 


Cracks appear in once-cocky Liberal facade 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


Up until recently, the 
Wynne Liberals walked and 
talked with an air of politi- 
cal invincibility. 

If they were bracing for a 
shellacking in June’s up- 
coming election, you would- 
n't know it by looking and 
listening to them in public. 

Sure, some high profile 
ministers like Brad Duguid 
and Eric Hoskins quit, ap- 
pearing to be jumping a 
sinking ship -- but don’t let 
that fool you, they reasoned. 

The Liberals had been in 
tough situations before and 
pulled out a win in 2014 
when many had written 
them off. 

As recently as last month, 
prominent Ontario grits 
were confidently predicting 
another win for their side in 
the coming June election. 

Sure, one could dismiss it 
as just so much braggadocio 
but Stephen Del Duca, like 
Joe Namath did it for the 
Jets in ’69, called the result 
a no brainer. 

Speaking before the Mis- 


sissauga Board of Trade, 
Del Duca said no one 
should get too wrapped up 
in poll numbers; a Wynne 
victory is a slam-dunk. 

As I noted in February, 
Del Duca’s had reason for 
thinking his party could pull 
out another win. The PCs 
appeared to be in turmoil, 
after the stunning sexual 
misconduct allegations and 
ouster of Patrick Brown. 

Wynne was a formidable 
campaigner and Ontarians 
would surely look at the PCs 
as the gang that couldn’t 
shoot straight. 

So, what’s changed? Well, 
nothing much and for Lib- 
erals, that’s a big problem. 

Yet another poll by Angus 
Reid has Wynne’s approval 
numbers around 19 per 
cent. She remains less pop- 
ular than Richard Nixon 
was when he resigned in 


1974. 

Despite all the upheaval, 
allegations and mud thrown 
at the Tories, those stub- 
born poll numbers refuse to 
budge. 

The Liberal party has re- 
sponded predictably mov- 
ing further left, apparently 
giving up any pretense 
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whatsoever of fiscal re- 
straint by upping the ante 
with billions of dollars in 
fresh spending commit- 
ments if Ontarians will elect 
them one more time. 

The frustration at not 
being able to move the nee- 
dle is beginning to show in, 


if you'll forgive another 
sports analogy, unforced er- 
rors. 

Finance Minister Charles 
Sousa apologized for calling 
hospital workers "eye 
candy" during a funding an- 
nouncement in Toronto. 

“Thank you for the eye 


Mortgage Lime Again? 
Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 


May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


candy behind me,” he said. 
Critics on social media im- 
mediately ripped into him. 

Did he really say that? In 
his apology, Sousa said he 
was sorry without reserva- 
tion. Except...he did double 
down initially, claiming he 
was ‘taken out of context.’ 

This is the kind of stuff 
knuckle-dragging _right- 
wingers are supposed to do, 
not the sanctimonious left, 
which exploits language and 
political correctness to whip 
up indignation against its 
opponents. 

Then we have Steven Del 
Duca, the same guy who 
called the next election for 
Wynne, apologizing for 
something he said. His 
crime was dismissing a 
question asked by a female 
MPP in the legislature as 
“adorable.” 

By all rights, that really 
shouldn’t be a major issue 
but in this climate where 
zealots police language, any 
minor slip of the tongue is 
cause for immediate pun- 
ishment even when a liberal 
does it. 

Del Duca apologized for 
his remarks and says he 
used a poor choice of words 


in his response to Lisa 
MacLeod but the damage 
was done. So what’s going 
on here? 

In a word, it is frustration. 
The unforced errors are due 
to the fact the Wynne Liber- 
als are looking into the 
abyss, and there’s no safety 
net waiting below. 

With Doug Ford, polling 
solidly in the 40’s, it’s be- 
ginning to dawn on the Lib- 
erals that a last minute 
comeback is not very likely. 

Ford calls it a ‘movement,’ 
not just a political process. 
The implication is, the same 
winds of populism, which 
led to Brexit, Trump, and 
the Italian election are fi- 
nally blowing in Canada. 

If that’s the case June 7, 
no amount of braggadocio 
will save Wynne and com- 
pany from a resounding de- 
feat. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 


editor@peeldailynews.com 
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Sousa sorry for calling health care workers 


“eye cand 


by Marco Patrone 


Finance Minister Charles 
Sousa has apologized for call- 
ing male and female hospital 
workers "eye candy" during a 
funding announcement in 
Toronto. 

The Mississauga-South 
MPP landed in hot water for 
comments he made when he 
stood for a staged photo. 

“Thank you for the eye 
candy behind me,” he said. 

The term “eye candy” is 
often used in a dismissive way 
to refer to someone pleasing to 
look at but offering little in the 
way of intellectual substance. 

Dr. David Jacobs responded 
on Twitter to Sousa’s use of 
the term with the following; 

"Thank you for the eye 
candy..."? If I called any of my 
colleagues, nurses, or technol- 
ogists "eye candy" I'd be in 
front of human resources so 
fast my head would spin.” 

Fellow user Fuddle Duddle 
(@noidlegovnomore) wrote 
the following; 

“Now if a conservative had 
said this, the oh so politically 
correct feminist Liberals 
would be apoplectic with 
feigned outrage, and call for 
his head on a platter. Shame- 
less Hypocrites.” 


Progressive Conservative 


? 


member Lisa MacLeod called 
the comments “degrading.” 
After initially saying his 
comments were taken out of 
context, Sousa apologized on 
Twitter, releasing a statement. 
“I want to address a com- 
ment I made during the open- 
ing remarks at North General 
Hospital today. My intent was 
to acknowledge the tremen- 
dous work done by health care 
professionals, men and 
women, who provide exem- 
plary care to the people of On- 


tario. Upon further reflection, 
my choice of words was inap- 
propriate, and for that, I apol- 
ogize without reservation.” 
The apology wasn’t enough 
for some who demanded 
Sousa resign. 
Mike@AverageTOJoe wrote 
“Your comment just goes to 
show how absolutely tone deaf 
you and the @OntLiberal 
party are to the #MeToo 
movement and how little you 
respect women and the people 
of Ontario,” wrote Twitter 


i 


user Mike@AverageTOJoe. 
“There’s absolutely no ex- 
cuse for your comment, and 
your apology isn’t enough.” 
In another incident, Eco- 
nomic Development Minister 
Steven Del Duca apologized 
for describing a question 
asked at the legislature as 
“adorable.” Del Duca apolo- 
gized for his remarks, admit- 
ting he made a poor choice of 
words in his response to a 
question by Lisa MacLeod. 


Finance Minister Charles Sousa speaks during a press conference at North York General Hospital on 


Mar. 21, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 


over three days 


Another day, another pre- 
election spending announce- 
ment by the Wynne 
government. 

In the third of three consec- 
utive commitments made last 
week, the Liberals pledged to 
increase hospital funding by 
$822 million in 2018-2019. 

The 4.6 per cent boost is 
“aimed at cutting wait times 
and addressing capacity is- 
sues that have plagued many 
of the province’s hospitals,” 
says the Premier Kathleen 
Wynne. 

Her party has governed the 
province since 2003 so the 
hospital funding shortfall has 
taken place on the Liberals 
watch. 

Ontario’s Liberal govern- 
ment also promised another 
$2.1 billion in mental health 
funding over the next four 

ears on top of the $3.8 bil- 
ion already budgeted annu- 
ally for mental health services 

The premier also wants to 
eepand free Pharmacare pro- 
gram to seniors. 

She promised OHIP+ 
would be expanded next year 
to include everyone 65 and 
older if she’s re-elected. 

“We all want to do best for 
our parents and grandpar- 
ents, and I believe govern- 


“Desperate” Wynne racks up 
$3.5b in pre-election spending 


ment needs to do more,” she 
said. Expanding OHIP+ 
would cost $575 million an- 
nually by 2020-21. 

All together, the cost of 
those commitments total al- 
most $3.5 billion. Critics sa 
the promises are a last ditc 
bid by Wynne to boost Liberal 
poll numbers ahead of the 
June 7 election. 

PC Leader Doug Ford says 
making “commitments on bil- 
lions in new spending for ex- 
pensive re-election promises 
is a desperate attempt to try 
and save her government.” 
“The Liberals are trying to 
buy votes from a few of us, in- 
stead of trying to fix our 
province for all of us” he said. 

Arecent poll by Angus Reid 
found Wynne to be the least 
popular premier in Canada 
with just 19 per cent of re- 
spondents approving of her 
performance. 

Last February, Ontario's 
Health Minister Eric Hoskins 
announced he was quitting 
his post and said he won't be 
running in June’s provincial 
election. 

“In leaving Queen's Park, I 
am determined to continue 
building better healthcare for 
all Canadians,” said Hoskins 
at the time. 
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Mayor Crombie basic salary comparable to traffic cop, sunshine list reveals 


by Marco Patrone 


Peel’s top cop basked in a 
triple dose of “sunshine” last 
year, courtesy of taxpayers. 

Chief of Police Jennifer 
Evans raked in more than 
300k according to the latest 
edition of the ‘sunshine list.’ 

Under the Public Sector 
Salary Disclosure Act, the 
province of Ontario releases 
alist of public sector workers 
paid over $100k per year. 

As Chief of Police, Evans is 
among Peel Region’s top 


paid public servants earning 
$301,970.08. In the City of 
Toronto, Police Chief Mark 
Saunders brought in 
$337,744.78 doing similar 
work, albeit serving a popu- 
lation twice as big as Peel Re- 
gion. 

As you might expect, a typ- 
ical 15-year veteran of the po- 
lice force would earn 
significantly less than Evans 
but still land on the list. Of- 
ficer Daria Chomiak for in- 


stance made $137,987.11 for 
handing out traffic tickets. 

That’s just a shade less 
than Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, who made 
$139,374.04. Just $1386.93 
separates the most impor- 
tant municipal politician in 
Mississauga from a traffic 
cop, something to consider in 
the next round of police 
salary negotiations. 

Other prominent public 
servants include Mississauga 


Photos by Alex Gregory 


City Manager Janice Baker 
who made $284,809.18 in 
2017. Frank Dale, the outgo- 
ing CEO and Chair of the Re- 
gional Municipality of Peel 
got paid $193,573.37. 

Overall, the list shows that 
in 2017 there were 131,741 
public servants making 
$100k, up from 123,410 last 
year, earning salaries and 
benefits that total over $16.8 
billion. 

Even as her party has over- 
seen a ballooning of public 
sector salaries since 2003, 
Premier Kathleen Wynne de- 
fended the salary disclosure. 
"Let me just say that we are 
committed to transparency. 
We think the people in the 
province have a right to know 
what folks are earning," 
Wynne said. 

PC Leader Doug Ford said 
the list shows how the “fat 
cats” are getting fatter at the 
expense of the average tax- 
payer. 

“They call this the sunshine 
list, but for hard-working 
people of Ontario, there is 
nothing sunny about it. Lib- 
erals insiders and fat cats are 
getting raises while real folks 
in Ontario haven’t gotten a 
raise in years,” Ford wrote on 
Twitter. 


Three men in custody after 
Peel’s eighth homicide of 2018 


by Alex Gregory 


One man is in custody 
after the death of a Bramp- 
ton man last week. 

Police responded to an as- 
saultin progress last week in 
the Cedarcliff Trail and San- 
dalwood Parkway East area, 
and discovered the victim, 
21 year-old Paviter Singh 
Bassi, who was found with 
life-threatening injuries at 
the scene. 

Though Bassi was trans- 
ported to a trauma centre, 
he succumbed to his 
wounds soon after. 

Peel Police subsequently 
launched an investigation 
and arrested 22 year-old 
Brampton man Karanvir 
Singh Bassi, who is said to 
have no familial relation 
with the victim. Bassi was 


subsequently charged with 
one count of first-degree 
murder. 

On Mar. 21, authorities ar- 
rested 22 year-old Guryodh 
Singh Khattra, who was also 
charged with one count of 
first-degree murder. 

One day later, 21 year-old 
Gurraj Bassi, who has no fa- 
milial relation to the victim, 
was arrested and charged 
with first-degree murder. 

All three men appeared in 
Brampton court last week 
for separate bail hearings. 

Authorities are still ap- 
pealing to the community 
for surveillance video or eye- 
witness accounts. Anyone 
with information on the case 
is asked to call Peel Police at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 3205. 


April 27, 2018 
7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 


MAYOR ALLAN THOMPSON 
TOWN oF CALEDON INVITES YOU TO ATTEND: 


Mayor's 
Business Breakfast 


Tickets: $15 + Fees & Tax 
Tickets/Info: caledon.ca/mayor 


Keynote: Dr. Lance Secretan 


Royal Ambassador Event Centre 
15430 Innis Lake Road 


FEATURING: 


Author and global! 
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Bruce 
Marshall 


Weekly Column 


We're in the midst of an 
epidemic. 

Hardly a day goes by that 
there isn't a news story on 
some tragic event that has 
occurred in the epidemic. 
This problem is something 
that I'm keenly interested in 
— because this epidemic 
claimed my own sister 
nearly ten years ago. 

I speak, of course, of the 
current Opiate epidemic — 
one of the great health chal- 
lenges of our time. 

I'm very invested in this. I 
want this to come to an end. 
We've lost far too many 
people — my own sister 
Terri included. 

Back when Terri died in 
2008, opiate abuse was cen- 
tred around all-too-easy to 
get prescription opiate 
drugs. The epidemic has 
evolved to street drugs. And 
the advent of illicit Fen- 
tanyl, Carfentanil and other 
iterations of opiate drugs in 
clandestine labs with no 

uality control has led to 
the overdose crisis we have 
today. 

Terri had been taking in- 
creasing amounts of Oxy- 
Contin and one day took too 
many. Today, the problem 
is that nobody knows the 
exact dose of anything made 
in a clandestine lab. Nor do 
they know whether one 
drug may be laced with an- 
other — either intentionally 
or through poor “quality 
control” of drug dealers. 

Places like downtown 
Brampton (as with the 
downtown of many cities) 
have become havens for ad- 
dicts. I'm told that on any 
given evening, one can go 


downtown in Brampton and 
be vastly out-numbered by 
roving addicts living their 
marginal, desperate lives. 

Now as a proponent of ad- 
dressing this problem — I'm 
all for any harm reduction 
measures we take. We have 
to recognize and tackle the 
problem. The EPIDEMIC. 

So — on the face of it, I 

should have been glad to 
hear that a safe injection 
site was going in on a tem- 
porary basis in downtown 
Brampton. But I wasn't — 
and here's why: With this 
epidemic — we need the 
buy-in of everyone. But this 
thing was a shambles from 
“go.” 
Local residents and ac- 
tivists Paul Vincente and 
Andrew DeGroot spent the 
evening with me last Friday 
and told me how it went 
down: 

On the previous Sunday 
(Mar. 18), residents began 
becoming aware that it was 
established fact that a tem- 
porary safe injection site 
would go into the down- 
town of Brampton, adjacent 
to a number of residences - 
at 257 Main Street. There 
had been no consultation 
with residents. They were 
just told what was going to 
happen. 

A number of people, I'm 
told, got in touch with Re- 
gional Councillor Elaine 
Moore. My two corroborat- 
ing witnesses both tell me 
that Moore's original reac- 
tion was to tell people that 
there was nothing she could 
do about it. Then I'm told 
she suggested that everyone 
keep track of “problems” at 
the site — presumably with a 
view to getting rid of it after 
six months. Hardly a solu- 
tion to the epidemic. 


However, community ac- 
tivists Vincente and DeG- 
root didn't share that goal. 
There's a crisis in down- 
town Brampton involving 
drug abusers roving — espe- 
cially after dark — through- 
out the downtown core of 
Brampton. While they did- 
n't want it plunked down by 
their homes — they wanted 
a solution to the crisis. 

Vincente and DeGroot or- 
ganized a town-hall style 
meeting for Mar. 23. 


Photo Courtesy of Pixabay.com 


But, by Wednesday (Mar. 
21), Moore announced that 
the injection site would not 
be going ahead. 

The organization behind 
the injection site, Peel 
HIV&AIDS Network, an- 
nounced that perhaps 
they'd acted precipitously 
and had now put a hold on 
it until a more suitable site 
could be found. 

By contrast — injection 
sites in the City of Toronto 
happen in a much different 


way. Toronto has a 57 page 
policy that governs injection 
sites. Toronto is involved all 
the way through the process 
— which involves a process 
of buy-in from people who 
live in the area. 

So, once again, thanks to 
lack of leadership at the City 
of Brampton — we have a 
problem that remains. We 
have a downtown where 
vulnerable people wander 
after dark, presumably 
looking to “score,” whether 
“scoring” means obtaining 
drugs or selling sex. 

And as concerning to 
everyone is the fact that the 
addiction problem contin- 
ues unabated without any 
harm reduction measures. 

I searched the records of 
the City of Brampton and 
the Region of Peel — and I 
could find no mention of ac- 
tions of either council on 
the issue of dealing with the 
opiate epidemic that appar- 
ently lives it's tragic life in 
downtown Brampton ... an 
opiate epidemic! A health 
crisis that is no secret to 
anyone. 

However — it was easy to 
find time that had been 
wasted by councillors and 
staff and on the mythical 
conspiracy theories sur- 
rounding fluoride in our 
water. Oh, lots of time and 
attention have been wasted 
on that imaginary figment! 

What would I do? Well, 
my top—of-mind sugges- 
tion would be to put the 
temporary site near the fire 
station. I would seek buy-in 
from the fire administra- 
tion, their union and the 
firefighters in that station. 

Firefighters are famous 
for going beyond their scope 
of duty to help out. They 
raise thousands of dollars in 


their off-time for charities, 
particularly for charities 
dealing with health issues. 

THIS is an epidemic. And 
it may be that some infor- 
mal mentorship from the 
firefighters would go a long 
way to helping someone in 
the throes of active addic- 
tion. 

And of course, resident's 
near the fire station would 
need to be consulted before 
the project was green lit. 
Plus there would probably 
be a health nurse and/or a 
paramedic on-duty at all 
times. 

And, of course — council 
needs to act on a compre- 
hensive strategic plan on 
how to deal with the opiate 
epidemic. ...A health CRI- 
SIS. 

Brampton and Peel de- 
serve better! We deserve 
better than lack of leader- 
ship on a health epidemic; 
staff and council time and 
tax dollars wasted on a 
ridiculous myth — and we 
deserve better than the de- 
bilitating sliding backwards 
that has been our lot under 
council's Rogue Faction and 
their #1965Thinking. 

Brampton is Canada's 
ninth largest city. We need 
to stop thinking like we're 
merely Toronto's dormi- 
tory.. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


Don't call ‘traditional Indian clothing’ a costume, says Sahota 


by Marco Patrone 


Photo Courtesy of PMO 


Brampton North MP Ruby 
Sahota says she’s “incredibly of- 
fended” by Conservative MPs 
who refer to her traditional In- 
dian clothing as a “costume.” 

In a communications release 
from Sahota’s office, the Liberal 
MP said to have “sat and lis- 
tened as one Conservative MP 
after another referred to her 
cultural and traditional clothing 
as a costume.” 

Six such references was one 
too many for Sahota, who 
“knew she could no longer re- 
main silent. During questions 
and comments, MP Sahota rose 


to express her outrage,” the re- 
lease said. 

“Mr. Speaker, I am incredi- 
bly offended by the speech 
given by my colleague across 
the aisle just now,” she said. 

“This reference I have been 
hearing from debate to debate 
about costumes is incredibly of- 
fensive.” 

Sahota described the descrip- 
tion as “outrageous,” then 
asked whether western busi- 
ness attire might also qualify. “I 
wonder if my colleague is of- 
fended I am wearing his cos- 
tume right now. Would he call 


a business suit a costume?” 

It’s unclear as to whether the 
question was rhetorical or not. 

Tory MP Dane Lloyd of the 
Sturgeon River Parkland, Alta. 
riding ripped PM _ Justin 
Trudeau over his botched trip 
to India. 

The trip became a source of 
embarrassment and interna- 
tional ridicule over the Trudeau 
family’s overuse of Indian cul- 
tural clothing. 

Lloyd told the House of Com- 
mons it appears “the only out- 
come of the state visit to India 
‘was for the prime minister to 


show off his fancy costumes 
and dance moves’.” 

An email request for answers 
to questions about Sahota’s ex- 
penses for the trip went unan- 
swered. 

There are signs Canadians 
have grown increasingly frus- 
trated and disappointed with 
the Trudeau government. 

A recent poll by Ipsos Reid 
found 56 per cent of the Cana- 
dians surveyed say Liberals 
have fallen short of expecta- 
tions. Of the 1000 respondents, 
60 per cent saying it’s time for 
a change. 
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news BUSINESS 


United Way of Peel receives $221,000 from City’s employee campaign 
by Alex Gregory 


City employees Julie Craig and Callan Long receive acknowledgements from Mayor Bonnie Crombie 


for their fundraising efforts to support United Way Peel on Mar. 21, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 


United Way of Peel re- 
ceived a huge cash boost last 
week, as the City of Missis- 
sauga presented them with 
a cheque for more than 
$221,000 as part of their 
fundraising efforts. 

The announcement was 
made at last week’s Council 
meeting, and comes ahead 
of UW Peel’s amalgamation 
with the Toronto and York 
Region, which comes into 
effect as of Apr. 1. 

The donation is part of the 
City’s annual employee 
campaign, which has raised 
more than $3.5 million to 
date. 

Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
said that United Way Peel’s 
efforts are important for the 
community, as they provide 
essential services for less- 
fortunate residents. She 
lauded the City employees’ 
efforts to raise funds for the 
organization. 

“T am proud of the contin- 


ued compassion our em- 
ployees have for the city 
they work in,” she said. “I 
know our employees will 
continue to give generously 
to support those who need it 
most. 

Employees donated and 
raised money throughout 
2017 for various fundraising 
events held by the city, in- 
cluding an internal pledge 
drive, paid dress-down days 
and bake sales. 

“As an organization, we 
have a strong history of sup- 
porting the United Way of 
Peel Region and helpin 
those in our community, 
said city manager Janice 
Baker. 

“T couldn’t be prouder of 
our team spirit and generos- 
ity for such a worthwhile 
cause. I encourage everyone 
to volunteer and give what 
they can.” 

United Way Peel previ- 
ously announced that they 


had nearly met_ their 
fundraising goal for the year 
at their annual gala, held 
earlier this month. 

The region’s needs con- 
tinue to be pressing, said In- 
terim UW Peel CEO Anita 
Stellinga at the event, saying 
that the need continues to 
grow for social and commu- 
nity services in all three 
areas. “We're on a mission 
to help everyone,” she said. 

The City’s Public Rela- 
tions Co-ordinator, Julie 
Craig and administrative as- 
sistant Callan Long were 
also awarded with the 2017 
Ray Foster Award during 
the Council meeting, in 
recognition of their efforts 

oing above and beyond 
undraising efforts for the 
year. 

For more information 
about UW Peel’s fundrais- 
ing campaign, visit united- 
waypeelL.org. 


UPS Canada announces $500 million expansion, 1,000 new jobs 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga-based UPS 
Canada announced last week 
that they will be investing 
more than $500 million in 
expansions to their offices 
throughout Canada, as well 
as adding more than one 
thousand new jobs to their 
payroll. 

The announcement was 
made at a splashy press con- 
ference at the Fairmont 
Royal York, where UPS CEO 
David Abney and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
spoke to assembled guests. 

The announcement in- 
cluded plans to expand facil- 
ities within the GTA, as well 
as a new construction project 
for a 180,000 square-foot 
expansion at the Montreal 
facility, transforming it into 


NTARIO 


the company’s first automat- 
ing sorting facility in the 
country. 

The investment is included 
in the company's previously 
stated capital expenditures 
for 2018. 

"UPS Canada is capitaliz- 
ing on customer growth and 
solid operating leverage," 
said Abney at the announce- 
ment. 

"Strong returns coupled 
with continued customer de- 
mand create an optimal time 
for this investment that we 
expect to even further con- 
tribute to Canada's vibrant 
economy.” 

In addition to optimizing 
the UPS Canada network 
through facility expansions 
and improvements, the com- 


ONTARIOPC 


pany plans to continue its 
focus on meeting environ- 
mental sustainability goals 
through the use of alterna- 
tive fuels and technology de- 
signed to reduce distance 
and fuel consumption. 

The company has set a goal 
to have 50 percent of its fleet 
running on alternative fuels 
by the end of 2018. A new 
fleet of compressed natural 
gas vehicles has also been 
launched in British Colum- 
bia, a first for UPS in 
Canada. 

"UPS is committed to in- 
vesting in the infrastructure, 
workforce and technology 
that will help Canadian busi- 
nesses grow and enable 
Canadian consumers to ac- 
quire their goods efficiently 


and _ sustainably," stated 
Christoph Atz, president, 
UPS Canada. 


v 


UPS Canada CEO David Abney and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau greet the crowd during a press 


conference on Mar. 21, 2018. (Photo Courtesy of UPS Canada) 


UPS Canada, which has its 
Canadian headquarters at 
Derry Road in Mississauga, 


currently operates in more 
than 220 countries and ter- 
ritories worldwide. 


2018 Provincial Election coverage here...Soon. 
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VWSPORTS 


Trout Hold 2-1 Series Lead After Three Games 


by Brendan Lang 


The OHL playoffs have 
begun, and the Mississauga 
Steelheads are in the race for 
the title. 

They finished the year with 
the 7th seed in the Eastern 
Conference, which sets them 
up for a best of 7 series with 
the second seeded Barrie 
Colts. 

The first of three games 
played in the week was on 
Thursday at Barrie’s Molson 
Centre. The underdog Steel- 
heads gave up the first goal of 
the game, but on the power- 
play the Fish were quick to re- 
spond as Trent Fox tied the 
game. At the end of one the 
score remained deadlocked at 
one. 

While killing a Mississauga 
penalty, Ryan McLeod broke 
free for a shorthanded goal to 
give the Trout the lead. 

Later on in the frame, with 
Mississauga in the penalty box 
yet again, Barrie tied the game 
at two. With the second near- 
ing its end, the Steelheads 
came on strong, finding the 
back of the net twice more on 


goals from Owen Tippet and 
Michael McLeod. 

Mississauga would look to 
hold a two goal lead as they 
headed into the third period. 
They did just that and more 
scoring another two tallies on 
goals by Trent Fox, his second 
of the game, and Owen Tippet 
with his second as well. 

The Steelheads took the first 

ame of the series 6-2 and 

eld a one game advantage in 
the best of seven series. 

The second contest of the 
week was played on Monday, 
also on Barrie’s home ice. 
With the game underway, Bar- 
rie scored the first goal once 
again to give them an early ad- 
vantage. 

Later on in the first frame 
with Mississauga on the attack 
and sustained pressure on 
Barrie, Keean Washkurak 
Buried his first goal of the 
Postseason. This matchup was 
looking a lot like the first game 
of the series as the teams were 
tied at one after the first 
stanza. 

Off the bat, the Steelheads 


came out to play - and it didn’t 
take long for Ryan McLeod to 
give the Fish a one goal lead. 
The score would hold there 
until the end of the second pe- 
riod. 

With Mississauga needing to 
hold the lead to take a 2-0 ad- 


~) 


vantage in the series, they 
could only hold the Colts for so 
long as Aaron Luchuk tied the 
game at two. 

Ina tie game, the Steelheads 
took a too many men penalty 
and Barrie didn’t fail to capi- 
talize as they jumped out to a 


New hockey tournament fights homelessness in Peel 


by Alex Gregory 


Caledon and Mississauga 
are teaming up to take a bite 
out of homelessness with a 
new hockey tournament, to 
be held in May. 

The first-ever Hockey Helps 
The Homeless Tournament 
will be held on May 26, giving 
local residents the chance to 
play with NHL alumni while 
raising funds to combat 
homelessness in the region. 

The tournament will in- 
clude appearances from such 
NHL greats as — Gilbert 
Dionne, Jason Woolley, Nik 
Antropov, Brad May and 
many more, and follows sim- 
ilar tournaments that have 
been held throughout the 
province over the last several 
months. 

HHTH is the brainchild of 
Michael Braithwaite, the CEO 
of Raising the Roof, which is 
helping to renovate a vacant 
heritage home in Caledon as 
an affordable housing option 


for the Caledon Area Families 
for Inclusion organization. 

Participants can register as 
an individual or in a team, 
and each roster of players (15 
per roster) will have 1 NHL 
alumni player on their team, 
with a guaranteed 3 games of 
action across three separate 
divisions. 

Players will also get a pro- 
style personalized jersey & 
socks, along with breakfast, 
lunch, and post-event recep- 
tion. 

Each participant in the 
tournament is required to 
fundraise a minimum of $500 
by May 26. Donations are 
welcomed at the door. 

Corporate sponsorships are 
also available. 

Players interested in partic- 
ipating can visit www.hockey- 
helpsthehomeless.com _ for 
registration forms and pledge 
sheets. 
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THE HOMELESS 


3-2 lead. Barrie would add two 
more goals to end the game 
and got the win in the second 
game of the series by a score of 


5-3. 

It was a back to back for the 
series as game three went on 
Tuesday night back at home at 
the Hershey Centre. 

The opening frame was as 
tight as could be, with both 
teams going back and forth 
but neither could find a way to 
put a dent in the score column. 

The score was tied at zero 
heading into the first intermis- 
sion. 

After a couple second period 

enalties from both sides, it 

ooked as if we finally had our 
first goal of the hockey game, 
but the play was under review. 

After a short review the rul- 
ing was that it was a good goal 
and Barrie moved out on top 
1-0. 

With the teams on a four- 
on-four, there was lots of room 
for Michael McLeod as he 
scored a backhanded goal to 
bring them even at one. 

After the second, the game 


was tied on the scoreboard, 
but Mississauga had the clear 
advantage on the shot chart 
leading in that category 28-17. 

The third period began with 
the Trout on a powerplay for 
1:45 seconds but could not 
score on the man advantage. 

Owen Tippet stayed red hot 
these playoffs with yet an- 
other goal to give the Steel- 
heads a lead in the third 
frame. 

After Barrie pulled their 
net minder, they had a flurry 
of chances in the Missis- 
sauga zone but Ingham 
turned them aside and they 
pulled through with a 2-1 
victory. 

Now Mississauga holds a 
2-1 lead in the series as well, 
and their next chance to ex- 
pand their lead will come 
this Thursday (Mar. 29), as 
they play on home ice once 
again. 

Stay tuned to Peel Weekl 
News for additional Steel- 
heads coverage through the 
rest of the playoffs. 


Beast Defeat Fuel in OT 


Luc Blain scored twice 
and Erik Bradford sniped 
his first as a Beast as 
Brampton defeated the 
Indy Fuel in overtime by a 
score of 6-5. 

Brampton welcomed 
the Fuel to the Powerade 
Centre for a Sunday after- 
noon clash. The Beast and 
Fuel haven’t met at all this 
season, with Brampton 
owning the lifetime record 
between the two clubs. 

The Fuel got on the 
board first off a goal from 
Johnny McInnis. Bramp- 
ton wouldn’t be down ta 
long, as Luc Blain pulled a 
slick power move and was 
able to bury the puck be- 
hind Fuel starter Matt 
Tomkins at 15:14. The 
Beast and Fuel would head 
into the first intermission 
tied 1-1. 

Brampton started the 


second period with a fan- 
tastic pad save by Hogberg. 
The play went the other 
way and it was Brandon 
Marino potting his 19th of 
the year to give the Beast a 
2-1 lead at 1:43. Indy would 
tie the game up eight min- 
utes later off a power move 
in front from Darian Dzi- 
urzynski. 

From there, a battle of 
wills ensued, eventually re- 
sulting in a 5-5 tie heading 
into overtime. 

Overtime was solved by 
Erik Bradford at exactly 
1:00. The Orangeville na- 
tive came in on a two-on- 
one and rifled a picture 
perfect shot into the top 
corner to give Brampton 
the 6-5 overtime win. 

Brampton is in Worces- 
ter the next two games for 
a couple of road dates with 
the Railers. 


Exciting Junior Hockey - PLAYOFFS 
Tue Mar 27 7:00pm 


vs Barrie Colts 


Thur Mar 29 7:00pm 


for tickets: mississaugasteelheads.com 


at the Hershey Centre 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


The History of Wind Turbine Disasters in Ontario 


by Duane Sharp 


With over 54,000 wind 
turbines in the U.S., Guam 
and Puerto Rico, according 
to the American Wind En- 
ergy Association, and an- 
other tens of thousands of 
wind turbines in other coun- 
tries, concerns over wind tur- 
bine failures are growing. 
Even Ontario has over 7000 
of these beasts of the wind. 

While the number of disas- 
ters or failures of wind tur- 
bines is not statistically 
significant when compared 
globally to the large numbers 
of installed wind turbines, 
failures due to collapsing 
towers, fires in turbine na- 
celles, falling turbine blades, 
transportation or other phys- 
ically-damaging accidents, 
there have been Pou seri- 
ous incidents, worldwide, 
some involving human fatal- 
ities, to require continuing 
analysis into the reasons for 
the failures, and to develop 
strategies for preventing fu- 
ture occurrences. 

Much as no one wants to be 
a statistic on the wrong side 
of fatalities due to airline ac- 
cidents, the same analogy ap- 

lies to wind turbine 

isasters where fatalities 


occur - either involving 
maintenance workers, or 

ersons on the ground who 

appen to be in the way of 
ejected turbine blades or the 
complete collapse of one of 
these behemoths, some of 
which are now over 400-feet 
high and weigh in at any- 
where from 200 to 280 
tonnes, with all elements in- 
cluded. 

The causes of wind turbine 
disasters include sponta- 
neous combustion within the 
turbine nacelle, high winds 
causing collapses, ice throw 
from turbine blades, com- 
plete turbine failure, which 
can result in launching the 
enormous blades great dis- 
tances — a lethal strike for 
anyone caught in the path. 

well, there have been in- 
cidents during transporta- 
tion of the turbine elements, 
maintenance personnel 
falling off the towers, all of 
which have taken their toll, 
often with fatal results, snuff- 
ing out over 160 lives accord- 
ing to records up to 2015. 

Detailed reporting of wind 
turbine disasters from the 
U.K. shows that up to the fall 
of 2015, blade failure was the 


most common accident with 
wind turbines, closely fol- 
lowed by fire, 50 per year ac- 
cording to an inside wind 
industry report. 

Although wind turbines 
have been hailed as one of 
the greatest advancements in 
the age of renewable energy, 


Submitted Photo 


the potential negative im- 
pacts and occasionally down- 
right deadly isasters 
involving these green ener: 
giants are often ignored by 
closed-minded green energy 
enthusiasts. 

Not necessarily included in 
the list of serious wind tur- 


bine disasters are poten- 
tially-serious health issues 
involving the proximity to 
wind turbines. 

Published health research 
studies have linked proxim- 
ity to a variety of health prob- 
lems including heart disease, 
tinnitus, vertigo, panic at- 
tacks, migraines, and sleep 
deprivation. 

Typically, during a wind 
turbine blade failure or fire, 
the greatest danger is to the 
wind turbine itself. While it 
is unlikely that your average 
citizen will be in harm’s way 
during a wind turbine disas- 
ter, wind industry and sup- 
port workers can be thrust 
into lethal situations. 

Maintenance technicians, 
engineers, turbine 
owner/operators, inspectors, 
and individuals with other 
similar roles are at the great- 
est risk of fatal wind turbine 
accidents. 

Environmental damage 
can be associated with wind 
turbines as well, as they can 
pose a risk to birds, bats, and 
other wildlife.. 

Wind turbine technology, 
alongside geothermal and 
solar energy, has been lead- 


ing the way in progressive re- 
newable energy develop- 
ment. 

One of the aspects of wind 
turbine installations, aimed 
at mitigating some of the 
risks, is the legislation of set- 
back distances, defined as 
the which has been the sub- 
ject of legislation in different 
Jurisdictions, with differing 
results, aimed at mitigating 
some of the risks, is the 
adoption of minimum safe 
distances between human 
habitation and wind tur- 
bines. 

In Ontario, for example, 
the 'set-back' distance is now 
500m, although it was less in 
earlier wind turbine installa- 
tions. Other countries have 
taken a much more stringent 
view of set-backs. 

Fortunately, for the public, 
some countries are finally ac- 
cepting that industrial wind 
turbines can pose a signifi- 
cant public health and safety 
risk. It is incumbent on the 
wind industry to provide risk 
assessment data and _ acci- 
dent statistics like many 
other industries, so the risks 
can be addressed and man- 
aged. 


Art takes over the waterfront this April during Arts on the Credit 


by Alex Gregory 


The seventh annual 
Arts on the Credit 
fundraiser takes over the 
Waterside Inn once again 
from Apr. 13 - 15, bringing 
more than 40 artists to the 
shores of the waterfront. 

The juried fine art 
show, which was created 
by local artists Marie 
Payne and Elysia 
Prokopetz, will include ex- 
hibits by emerging and es- 
tablished local artists, 
giving art lovers a unique 
opportunity to support 
local art and connect di- 
rectly with creators to help 
understand their 
processes. 

The event has attracted 
thousands of visitors each 
year, and this year’s in- 
stallment also includes an 
opening night event on 
Apr. 13 from 7 - 9 p.m. at 


the Waterside Inn, featur- 
ing live jazz, food & drink 
and appearances by many 
of the artists, who will be 
on-hand to introduce their 
work and mingle with 
guests. 

Launched in 2011, Arts 
on the Credit is an inde- 
pendent arts organization 
which now hosts three 
events throughout the 
year, including an upcom- 
ing show, entitled “Jew- 
els”, in June and their 
annual art tour in Septem- 
ber. 

Tickets for the opening 
night event can be pur- 
chased by _ visiting 
www.eventbrite.ca/e/arts- 
on-the-credit-opening- 
night-tickets-4298467431 
8. 
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Caledon Hits Environmental Milestone 
for Climate Protection Program 


Officials in Caledon an- 
nounced last Friday that the 
Town had completed the re- 
quirements for the Partners 
for Change Climate Protec- 
tion Program, which is 
hosted by the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities. 

The program acknowl- 
edges towns and cities that 
have made a marked differ- 
ence in climate reduction 
strategies, including energy 
and greenhouse gas emis- 
sions management, devel- 
oping an action plan to 
reduce emissions and re- 
porting on results. 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson congratulated 
the members of the Town’s 
Energy & Environment 
team, who helped spear- 
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head the initiative and 
taught other city officials 
about the impact of green- 
house gases and effective 
energy management. 

“Caledon has joined just 
26 other municipalities 
across Canada who have 
achieved this fifth milestone 
for both corporate and com- 
munity-wide emissions,” he 
said in a statement Friday. 

The Climate Protection 
Program was designed to 
support local governments 
in the development and im- 
plementation of greenhouse 
gas reduction activities and 
planning at the corporate 
and community levels. 

The Town was previously 
acknowledged by the pro- 
gram earlier this year at the 


FCM Sustainable Commu- 
nities Conference in Ottawa 
for hitting the fifth and final 
milestone in the program. 

Among the accomplish- 
ments acknowledged in the 
Town’s milestone report 
were Electric Vehicle charg- 
ing stations, which were in- 
stalled throughout the area 
with funding from the On- 
tario government. 

In total, the Town sup- 
ported 50 community and 
35 School Green Fund 
grants, totaling $195,309, 
through associated grant 
programs. 

Approximately 165,842 
trees since 2002 have also 
been distributed to resi- 
dents in Caledon through 
the annual Tree Seedling 
Program, which resulted in 
an approximate reduction of 
34,807 tonnes CO2. 

A corporate energy revolv- 
ing fund was also estab- 
lished to finance corporate 
energy retrofit projects with 
the revenues generated by 
three ground mount mi- 
croFIT solar projects, en- 
ergy incentives, and 25% of 
the savings generated by 
previously funded projects. 
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City of Mississauga adjusts Community 
Group Support policies 


The City of Mississauga has 
recently announced revisions 
to its newly named Commu- 
nity Group Registry Program. 

The policy revisions are di- 
rected to support local non- 
profit community groups with 
the inclusion of resident and 
ratepayers associations, minor 
sports associations, and cul- 
tural groups with intent to de- 
livery programs and services 
within the City. 

The policy changes come 
with the aim to ensure better 
overnance and achieve a 
igher level and transparency 


and financial accountability. 

Shari Lichterman, Director 
of Recreation for the City of 
Mississauga further details the 
policy changes, saying "the 
policy outlines criteria on how 
to become a Registered Group 
with the City. It also provides 
an understanding of the avail- 
able benefits, such as reduced 
facility rental rates and per- 
mission to place mobile signs 
on City property, the applica- 
tion and approval process." 

Specifically, these revisions 
include. 

» New registered group cat- 


egories 

¢ An opportunity for emerg- 
ing groups to access benefits 
by applying for developing 
group status 

¢ Changes to financial audit 
requirements 

¢ Changes to ensure greater 
transparency to members of 
registered groups 

* More support for groups 
that may require it 

For more information 

about the program, visit mis- 
sissauga.ca/portal/resi- 
dents/community-groups. 


OPP Hosts Safety Blitz in Caledon This Weekend 


During the Easter 
Weekend., members of the 
Caledon Detachment of the 
Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) will be participating 
in a Provincial Traffic Safety 
Initiative focusing on en- 
suring that residents are 
wearing their seat belts. 

The initiative will run 
from Friday (Mar. 30) until 
Monday, Apr. 2. 

Road users should ex- 
pect to see a greater volume 
of traffic in the Caledon 
area over the upcoming 
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Easter long weekend. 

Over the long weekend, 
Caledon OPP officers will 
also be looking for other 
types of aggressive driving 
behaviour including: dis- 
tracted driving, speeding 
and drinking and driving, in 
addition to seat belt compli- 
ance. 

In addition, Peel Police 
will host a gun amnesty ini- 
tiative throughout the 
month of April. The initia- 
tive allows residents wish- 
ing to voluntarily surrender 


Are you looking to 
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unwanted or illegal 
firearms, weapons, acces- 
sories or ammunition with- 
out police recommendation 
of weapons-related Crimi- 
nal Code charges that are 
applicable outside of speci- 
fied gun amnesty time peri- 
ods. 

Peel residents who want 
to participate in the pro- 
gram to contact the Peel Re- 
gional Police Amnesty 
Hotline, starting Sunday, 
Apr, 1, at (905) 460-4122. 
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Peel Board hosts first computer science ‘hack-a-thon’' 


by Curtis Underwood 


In partnership with the 
City of Brampton, Chin- 
guacousy Secondary School 
hosted the Peel District 
School Board's first 'hack- 
a-thon' last week in the 
heart of Brampton. 

The computer science 
themed conference, held at 
Brampton City Hall on 
Sunday, featured more 
than 200 bright, tech-savvy 
students who put their cre- 
ativity and critical thinking 
skills to the test in design- 
ing and demonstrating so- 
lutions to __ persistent 
problems. 

Students took part in a 
series of interactive work- 
shops and spoke with in- 
dustry leaders from a range 
of fields including web de- 
velopment, android, and 
machine learning and set 
out to challenge new and 
experienced hackers of all 
levels with a series of chal- 
lenges. 

The WolfHacks 'hack-a- 


thon' allowed students to 
discover new experiences 
and offered learning op- 
portunities for those look- 
ing to “flex their creative 
muscles and interact with 
like-minded individuals 
with an interest in software 


development,” said Bentley 
Rattray, a teacher at Chin- 
guacousy. 

With the idea originating 
from the school's student- 
led SciTech Academic De- 
velopment Committee the 
program hopes to promote 


and showcase the benefits 
of the STEM program of- 
fered to Peel students. 

For more information on 
the events of last weeks 
hack-a-thon visit 
www.wolfhacks.ca. 


Photo Courtesy of Chinguacousy Secondary School 
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Mississauga opens Info Session 
for Electoral Candidates 


In partnership with the 
Ministry of Municipal Af- 
fairs, Mississauga will hold 
a candidate information 
session on Wednesday, 
Apr. 11 from 7 = 9 p.m. that 
will cover crucial informa- 
tion for electoral candi- 
dates. 

The session is to be 
hosted at the Civic Centre - 
Council Chamber on the 
2nd Floor and is open to all 
residents of Mississauga 
potentially interested in 
running for office or inter- 
ested in learning more 


about the Municipal Elec- 
tion. 

The session intends to 
discuss a range of topics re- 
garding the roles and re- 


sponsibilities of elected of- 
ficials, staff and Third 
Party Advertisers; Candi- 
date AE require- 
ments and the Nomination 
process; Campaign fi- 
nances and compliance au- 
dits; Voters’ list and voting 
proxy; Scrutineers and re- 
counts; as well as further 
resources for election can- 
didates. 

Nominations for the 
2018 municipal and school 
board elections will open 
on Tuesday, May 1 and run 
until Friday, Jul. 27at 2 
p.m. 

The municipal elections 
will be held on Oct. 22. For 
more information, visit 
www. mnississaugavotes.ca. 
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Rowan’s Law Will Protect Athletes from Concussions 


by Sylvia Jones 

Earlier this year, On- 
tario’s legislature unani- 
mously passed Rowan’s 
Law. 

Named after Rowan 
Stringer, the 17-year-old 
rugby player who passed 
away as a result of sus- 
taining multiple concus- 
sions, the law would take 
several steps to ensure 
better management and 
prevention of concus- 
sions. 

Undiagnosed or im- 
properly managed con- 
cussions can lead to long 
term and serious health 
impacts. 

According to the Globe 
and Mail, “almost 40 per 
cent of youth who go to 
the hospital after a sports- 
related head injury have a 
concussion and a further 
24 per cent possibly hav- 
ing suffered one.” 

Ensuring we have proto- 
cols in place to protect our 
young people’s develop- 
ing brains is crucial. If 
someone returns to play 
before being full recov- 
ered from a concussion it 
is easier to obtain another 


and likely more signifi- 
cant concussion. 

In 2013, _ following 
Rowan’s death, a coro- 
ner’s inquest provided 49 
recommendations to im- 
prove concussion aware- 


ness and treatment. 
Later, in 2016 my col- 
league Lisa MacLeod in- 
troduced legislation to 
create an advisory com- 
mittee to Ontario’s Pre- 
mier to advise on the 


implementation of those 
recommendations. 

The Rowan’s Law Advi- 
sory Committee Act of 
2016 was co-sponsored by 
all three parties and sup- 
ported unanimously by 


the legislature. 

Since that time, the Ad- 
visory Committee has 
been working hard to 
make Rowan’s Law the 
best legislation possible. 

The members of the Ad- 
visory Panel included 
Rowan’s father Gordon 
Stringer and former 
NHLer_ Eric Lindros, 
whose career was cut 
short by concussions. 

The Panel also con- 
sulted with experts, re- 
searchers and _ sports 
leaders. 

First, the law would re- 
quire coaches and educa- 
tors to be trained in 
concussion awareness, 
management and preven- 
tion before they can regis- 
ter in a sport. 

This will help them 
identify concussions and 
ensure that athletes with a 
concussion receive the 
care they need. 

Second, it would put in 
place protocols which 
would ensure that ath- 
letes suspected of having 
sustained a concussion 
are immediately removed 


from the sport and given 
time to properly heal. 

Third, it sets out a con- 
cussion code of conduct 
that would set out rules of 
behavior to minimize con- 
cussions while playing 
sport. 

It has been five years 
since the Coroner’s re- 
port. Government moves 
slow. But the efforts of all 
three parties to make this 
issue move forward and 
get the best system in 
place possible, speaks to 
the fact that good work 
can be done at Queen’s 
Park. 

Finally, Rowan’s Law 
also created “Rowan’s 
Law Day” every year on 
the last Wednesday in 
September. 

I hope that you will 
mark Rowan’s Law Day 
on Sept. 26 and raise 
awareness about the need 
for better recognition and 
treatment of concussions. 


Sylvia Jones is the 
Member of Provincial 
Parliament for the Duf- 
ferin-Caledon area. 


The value of nothing in a material world 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


What is nothing? Nothing. 
What is the value of nothing? 
Nothing. 

How does nothing feel? 
Here is a different answer. 
Depending on where the 
feeling of nothing comes 
from is how it is felt. 

When we feel nothing, it is 
usually related to something. 
Is it a loss? Then the feeling 
is relative to the worth of the 
loss. Is it emptiness? Then 
we have a feeling of nothing 
being there or of having 
nothing to fill the void. This 
is usually associated again 
with loss of some kind. 

When we feel we have re- 
leased and forgiven every- 
thing and there is nothing 
left, then it is a healthier feel- 
ing. Nothing can be defined 
as no-thing. 

If we associate nothing to 
our five senses, it takes on 
another variation of nothing. 

To see — what do we see 
when we see nothing — do we 
dismiss it or do we see the 
clarity of nothing being 
there? Even the blind see 
something even though their 
quality of vision might not be 


able to define the sight. 

To hear — a deaf person can 
pick up some noise even 
when there is a lack of sound. 
Sound is energy. We pick up 
on most of the sounds but 
nothing can be louder. 

We usually try to define the 
sounds which surround us 
like music, physical sounds, 
nature sounds or usual rec- 
ognizable sounds. When we 
can’t recognize it, then we 
prefer to get back to what is 
familiar. Nothing is stressful 
for some. 

To taste and smell — these 
two go together. Nothing can 
smell because there is an an- 
ticipation of smell and taste. 

Nothing can fill our 
mouths with sensations of 
what could be. There is a 
taste of nothing, but some 
can be leftover tastes like 
toothpaste or food eaten. 

Again, like sound, the an- 
ticipation of taste in our 
mouths can be greater. 

To touch — There is always 
a sensation of something be- 
yond our skin — it is the en- 
ergy which surrounds us but 
isn’t seen. 


In relative terms, usually 
the feeling of touch is reach- 
ing out and touching some- 
thing outside of us. Reaching 
out and there is Nothing to 
touch might be because of a 


loss or a feeling of what was 
there before and isn’t now. 
A broken marriage is an 
example — at one point there 
were feelings and respon- 
siveness but now there is 


Photo Courtesy of Pixabay.com 
Nothing. 

Nothing — is it empty or is 
it filled with loss? Unfortu- 
nately, sometimes we try and 
fill the Nothing’s void with 
activity or with pursuits — 


not always the best. 

Is there a value to Nothing 
— is it the end of the road or 
the beginning? Do we try to 
fill it completely or enjoy the 
emptiness? 

In meditation, the process 
is to empty the mind, to let 
go, to end up with emptiness 
so we have choices, or to ap- 
preciate the emptiness and 
the process which starts 
healing. 

So, when you find Nothing, 
let it be. Find what the Noth- 
ing means to you and then 
discover what you can do 
with absolutely Nothing! 


1. Be aware of your 
thoughts. 

2. Categorize and prioritize 
each of your thoughts. 

3. What is right now, later, 
or a constant? 

4. Attend to what you can 
and accept what you can’t 
and realize the difference. 

5. Make your own goals 
and take care of them. You 
are the center of your uni- 
verse. Your children will fol- 
low what you do and more 
than what you say. 
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Peel parents participate in 17th annual Parent Conference Easter Holiday Hours 
for Peel Region 


by Curtis Underwood 


Last week, more than 
1,200 parents from schools 
across Peel Region gathered 
for the 17th annual Peel 
District School Board par- 
ent conference, hosted at 


Peel Elementary 
Teachers’ Local 


Mississauga Secondary 
School. The conference of- 
fered parents a chance to 
‘become students for a day' 
and learn more information 
in order to help empower 


PS 


learners. 

Guest speaker Dwayne 
Matthews, a life and educa- 
tion strategist, keynoted 
Empowering Learners in 
order to help parents get in 


the modern learning mind- 
set, learn more about dis- 
ruptive technology, and the 
evolution of work. 

Conference participants 
were given the option to 
choose from 50 workshops 
designed to provide parents 
with tips and resources to 
help guide students to aca- 
demic success. 

The free parent confer- 
ence, co-presented by Peel 
Elementary Teachers' 
Local, targeted parents of 
children of all age groups 
from kindergarten through- 
out high school and was de- 
signed to support parents’ 
learning needs. 

Parents can learn more 

4 visiting 
www.peelschools.org/par- 
ents/conference or by fol- 
lowing along on _ social 
media via #EML2018 on 
Twitter. 


Many Peel Region offices 
and non-emergency services 
will be closed this weekend for 
the Easter holiday. 

Though there will be no 
changes to waste collection for 
Easter weekend, all Commu- 
nity Recycling Centres will be 
closed on Mar. 30 and Sunday, 
Apr. 1. They will be open on 
Mar. 30 and return to normal 
business hours on Apr. 2, with 
the exception of the Bolton lo- 
cation (which reopens on Apr. 
3). 

Some Regional offices will 
remain closed on Easter Mon- 
day, April 2. Certain services, 
including Service Access and 
Ontario Works, will be closed 
on Mar. 30 and Apr. 2, reopen- 
ing on Apr. 3. 

Peel Living and Rent Sup- 
plement offices will be closed 
on Mar. 30. Residents who 
need rapid assistance for emer- 
gencies related to food, emer- 
gency shelter, medication or 
personal support are asked to 


Singer hosts soulful tribute to “Maitre’d To The Stars” at Living Arts Centre 


call the Region (905) 791-7800. 

All dental services will be 
closed on Mar. 30 and reopen 
on Apr. 2. 

TransHelpservice hours on 
Good Friday will be from 6 a.m. 
-1a.m. All trips for Mar. 30 and 
31 must be booked by 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Mar. 29. The Tran- 
sHelp office will be closed on 
Mar. 30 with regular office 
hours resuming on Apr. 2. 

The Peel Art Gallery, Mu- 
seum and Archives (PAMA) 
will be closed on Mar. 30 and 
open on Apr. 1 from 1-5 p.m. 
and Apr. 2 from 10:00 a.m. — 
4:30 p.m. 

PAMA is offering a special 
Easter drop-in _activity 
(Pysanka Egg Decorating) on 
April 2 from 10: 30 a.m. — 3:30 
p.m. For more information, call 
905-791-4055. 

For more information on 
closures in Peel Region, visit 
www.peelregion.ca. 


Memories of Louis Jannetta (Stage performance, Living Arts Centre) 
Mississauga, March 23, 2018 
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Hayley Preziosi 


John Ebata 
Musical Director 


Jackie Richardson 


Patti Wheeler 
Saxophone 


ones, 


Qwyn McLaughlin 


Dave Baker 


Bass Guitar 


Travis Knights 


Danny Turco 


Thank you everyone from all the cast and crew. 
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